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MR. GANDHI: I am afraid that the Court will not hold with your
contention.

The accused was sentenced to one month's imprisonment with hard labour.

The accused has been resident in the Transvaal for nearly 10 years, and is an
educated man, possessing considerable influence, particularly with one section, a
division of the Bombay Hindus. He possesses a Peace Preservation Ordinance
certificate issued under the agreement made with Lord Milner.1

The Transvaal Leader, 13-8-1908

268.  JOHANNESBURG LETTER

Monday {August 10, 1908]
NAIDOO RELEASED

Mr. Thambi Naidoo was released at nine this morning. He was
received [at the gaol gate] by Mr. Essop Mia, Mr. Imam Abdool Kadir
Bawazeer, Mr. Coovadia, Mr. Kunkey, Mr. Gandhi and some Chinese.
Mr. Naidoo's health has suffered somewhat. His courage, however,
has doubled. He says he will court a fourth term of imprisonment.

He had to see Mrs. Naidoo without delay. He and the Indians
who had gone to receive him then proceeded to his house. Mr. Essop
Mia and others made short speeches and the meeting came to an end
after Mr. Naidoo had replied.

Mrs. Naidoo is progressing. Earlier, she had been down with fever
for two days. A social gathering of Tamils is due to take place this
evening in Mr. Naidoo's honour* There is also a move to fete' him in
public on behalf of all the [Indian] communities.

HARILAL GANDHI'S CASE

They swooped down on Harilal Gandhi today. He was arrested
on the charge of being in the Transvaal without a register. The case
was heard at 2 o'clock2 Mr. Gandhi asked for twenty-four hours' notice
smce he [Harilal] had no preparations to make and had made up his
mind to go to gaol. But the Magistrate gave him seven days' notice.
I hope that after seven days we shall find him engaged in hard physical
labour in gaol. Gaol life is good education for anyone who accepts
it in full knowledge of what it means. It is an important part of children's
training that they should be taught to bear hardships from their earliest
years,

*The M*m Opimtm (15-8-1908) report of the trial adds: "There are over 200
Indians la the same position as PateJ, who are all pre-war residents of the Transvaal
and holders of permits and registration certificates".
2 Fi& "Trial of Harilal Gaadhi-IF', p. 436.